PILGRIMAGE

Sally Welch 2010

Nowadays pilgrims travel, as they have for centuries, to holy places. Over 125,000 travelled to Santiago de Compostela in 2009. They do it for a number of motives; some travel for penance, as a way of expiating some past wrong from their lives. More undertake a pilgrimage in the hope of being healed from a physical ailment; many thousands travel to Lourdes each year for this reason. Others travel because it gives them the opportunity to be alone, to meditate on their life and their relationship with God. Others go because it enables them to take their place in the communion of saints, as they undertake a journey made for hundreds of years. A pilgrimage is a symbol in action. It represents the journey of the Christian life from earth to heaven. The Church is sometimes described as a pilgrim people.

But it is not necessary to journey many hundreds of miles to be a pilgrim. All that is needed is a pilgrim spirit, a recognition that life is a journey, coming from God and returning to God. For this a visit to a local church, or a walk made with a pilgrim’s heart is sufficient. This can be made alone or in the company of others, mindful always that we walk in the company of the whole Church. As we walk together, pilgrims not strangers, our encounters, our conversations, our experiences good or bad, can act as a stimulus towards further spiritual reflection and dialogue - not stumbling blocks, but stepping-stones. And always as we do this we remember the pilgrim who comes towards us from the opposite direction. In Jesus Christ God comes in search of us. It is He who spoke of himself as the Way, the truth, and the life. It is He who guides us on our pilgrim journeys and it is towards Him that we move day by day.
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